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AWARDS	AND	PUBLICATIONS	

	

EDUCATION		

Ph.D.	Candidate	–	Recreation,	Parks	&	Tourism	Management,	Penn	State	University		

M.S.	Geology	&	Paleontology,	University	of	Pittsburgh,	1991	

B.S.	Anthropology	/	Biology;	University	of	Pittsburgh,	1981	

	

WORK	EXPERIENCE:		Thirty-year	career	with	the	National	Park	Service	including	assignments	in	seven	
parks	including:	Badlands	National	Park,	Petrified	Forest	National	Park,	Grand	Canyon	National	Park,	

Yellowstone	National	Park,	Fossil	Butte	National	Monument,	George	Washington	Memorial	Parkway,	
and	Tule	Springs	Fossil	Beds	National	Monument	as	well	as	the	NPS	Geologic	Resources	Division.	He	has	

supported	paleontological	resource	work	in	288	NPS	park	areas.	He	has	also	served	in	a	wide	range	of	
professional	positions	involving	science,	stewardship	and	resource	management	including:	

• Senior	Paleontologist	/	Geologist,	NPS	Geologic	Resources	Division,	2011–date;	
• Superintendent	(detail),	Tule	Springs	Fossil	Beds	National	Monument,	2015;	

• Chief	Ranger,	George	Washington	Memorial	Parkway,	2003–2011;	
• Chief	Ranger	and	Acting	Superintendent,	Fossil	Butte	National	Monument,	1997-2003;	
• Inventory	 &	 Monitoring	 Network	 Coordinator	 (detail),	 Greater	 Yellowstone	 I&M	 Network,	

2002;	
• Natural	Resources	Training	Manager	(detail),	Horace	Albright	Training	Center,	2002;	
• Park	Ranger	(Law	Enforcement),	Yellowstone	National	Park,	1996;	

• Faculty	Instructor,	Department	of	Parks	&	Recreation,	Slippery	Rock	University,	1994-1995;	
• Resource	Management	Specialist	(Planning),	Grand	Canyon	National	Park,	1993-1994;	
• Chief	 Natural	 /	 Cultural	 Resource	Management	 /	 Paleontologist	 /	 Curator,	 Petrified	 Forest,	

1991-1993;	
• Park	Ranger	(Interpretation),	Badlands	National	Park,	1985-1986;	

	

TEACHING	EXPERIENCE:		In	addition	to	Vince’s	teaching	experience	working	for	the	National	Park	

Service,	he	has	served	as	an	instructor	at	the	Federal	Law	Enforcement	Training	Center	and	an	instructor	
at	Slippery	Rock	University	in	Slippery	Rock,	Pennsylvania.	He	has	held	a	number	of	part-time	instructor	
positions	including	Allegheny	Community	College,	Harrisburg	Area	Community	College,	Northland	

Pioneer	College,	Western	Wyoming	Community	College,	University	of	Pittsburgh,	Carnegie	Museum	of	
Natural	History	and	Yellowstone	Institute.	One	of	his	favorite	courses	to	teach	was	Geology	of	the	
National	Parks	taught	as	an	honors	course	at	the	University	of	Pittsburgh.	



	

VINCE’S	PROFESSIONAL	SOCIETY	MEMBERSHIPS:	

• Society	of	Vertebrate	Paleontology	(SVP)	
• Paleontological	Society	(PS)	

• George	Wright	Society	(GWS)	
• Gamma	Sigma	Epsilon	–	Honorary	Earth	Science	Society	
• Association	of	National	Park	Service	Rangers	(ANPR)	

	

AWARDS:	

Received	a	number	of	recognitions	and	awards	for	accomplishments	and	contributions	to	the	NPS	

including:	Superior	Service	Award,	George	Hartzog	Award,	George	Wright	Society	Resource	
Management	Award,	Intermountain	Region’s	Small	Park	Resource	Management	Award,		Brunton	
Compass	Award,	Hecht	Safety	Award,	Leave	No	Trace	Public	Hero	Award,	various	performance	and	STAR	

awards,	and	nominated	for	the	NPS	Harry	Yount	Award.	

	

NATIONAL	FOSSIL	DAY:		

In	addition	to	his	normal	professional	duties	as	an	NPS	Paleontologist,	Vince	was	instrumental	in	the	
establishment	of	National	Fossil	Day	(NFD).	Wikipedia	provides	the	following	discussion	of	this	day:	

“National	Fossil	Day	was	established	in	the	United	States	by	the	National	Park	Service	during	2010	as	a	
celebration	and	partnership	to	promote	the	scientific	and	educational	values	of	fossils.	The	first	annual	
National	Fossil	Day	was	hosted	on	October	13,	2010,	as	a	fossil-focused	day	during	Earth	Science	Week.	
The	National	Park	Service,	the	American	Geosciences	Institute,	and	more	than	420	partners,	including	
museums,	institutions,	science	and	teacher	organizations,	agencies,	fossil	sites,	amateur	fossil	groups	
and	other	entities,	joined	together	in	a	partnership	to	educate	the	public	about	fossils,	the	science	of	
paleontology	and	America's	Paleontological	Heritage.	There	are	National	Fossil	Day	partners	in	all	50	
states	providing	opportunities	for	educational	outreach	and	hosting	hundreds	of	fossil-themed	activities	
at	the	local	level.	

National	Park	Service	senior	paleontologist	Vincent	L.	Santucci	is	considered	the	"Father	of	National	
Fossil	Day"	and	first	proposed	the	concept	of	National	Fossil	Day	in	2009	as	a	nationwide	celebration	for	
fossils	in	the	United	States.	Santucci	reached	out	to	Geoff	Camphire	and	Ann	Benbow	at	the	American	
Geosciences	Institute	(AGI)	seeking	support	to	establish	National	Fossil	Day	as	a	dedicated	day	during	
Earth	Science	Week.	Once	the	idea	of	National	Fossil	Day	was	approved,	dozens	of	organizations	and	
museums	joined	this	partnership	including	the	Geological	Society	of	America,	Paleontological	Society,	
Society	of	Vertebrate	Paleontology,	Smithsonian,	and	American	Museum	of	Natural	History.	The	
National	Fossil	Day	Celebration	on	the	National	Mall	in	Washington,	D.C.,	was	the	kickoff	event	hosted	
on	October	13,	2010.	The	event	captured	widespread	media	and	public	attention	throughout	the	U.S.”	



Today,	National	Fossil	Day	has	become	an	important	celebration	of	our	national	fossil	heritage	and	
promotes	public	educational	outreach	of	paleontology	to	American	citizens.	National	Fossil	Day	Partners	
each	year	put	on	special	NFD	events	and	programs	as	part	of	their	annual	planning.	National	Fossil	Day	
has	been	critical	in	promoting	the	importance	of	stewardship	of	fossil	resources	in	our	country	to	people	
of	all	ages.		

	

PUBLICATIONS	

Vince	has	a	very	impressive	publication	record,	including	over	270	peer	reviewed	publications	and	
reports;	15	edited	volumes;	and	over	154	conference	abstracts.	He	established	Park	Paleontology	
Newsletter	in	1988,	while	a	graduate	student	to	communicate	the	importance	for	the	management	and	

protection	of	paleontological	resources	from	public	lands,	including	national	parks.	Vince’s	publications	
involving	Alaskan	paleontology	are	provided	below:		

	

	

BIOGRAPHIC	SOURCE	MATERIAL	ON	VINCE	SANTUCCI	

Pistol-Packing	Paleontologist:	New	York	Times,	June	22,	1999,	Section	F,	p.	3.	

Cook,	Terri,	2018,	Down	to	Earth	With:	National	Park	Service	senior	paleontologist	Vincent	Santucci:	
Earth	Magazine,		April	10,	2018,		American	Geoscience	Institute	(AGI)		publication:		URL:	

https:www.earthmagazine.org/article/down-earth-national-park-service-senior	paleontologist-vincent-
santucci/	

	

VINCE	SANTUCCI	IN	VARIOUS	FIELD	SETTINGS	
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Dave Rohr (left) and Vince Santucci (right) in Glacier National Bay Park & 
Preserve 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Vince Santucci (left) and Denny Capps at a dinosaur tracksite in Denali 
National Park & Preserve. 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NATIONAL FOSSIL DAY POSTERS WITH ALASKAN THEMES (EVERY YEAR A 
DIFFERING COVER IS RELEASED DEPICTING PREHISTORIC ORGANISMS 

FROM VARIOUS NATIONAL PARKS) 
 

 
 

 

Vince (in blue shirt) sitting atop horse leading a 
field group in Death Valley 
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